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Himachal Pradesh otherwise known as Devbhoomi is devastated 
by the record rains which has caused unprecedented floods 
and landslides. The natural disaster has taken many lives and 
damaged huge properties both personal and institutional.  
Being at the foothills of Himalayas both Himachal Pradesh and 
sister state Uttarakhand face heavy rains and floods almost 
every year. But this time it is on record scale and the damage 
is unprecedented and still continuing. Going beyond the 
description of the devastation we also tried to highlight how 
the catastrophe is more manmade than natural. With massive 
manmade infrastructure coming up recently for development 
and national security have contributed more to the calamity than 
natural causes. Hundreds of hotels and ancillary construction 
are made for thousands of tourists and pilgrims much beyond 
the carrying capacity. Roads are built both for development and 
to counter Chinese threats without the necessary precautions. 
The marooned people of the state can only sit with their  
fingers crossed.

Some of our writers have tried to analyse the geology of the 
Himalayas specially what it contains since it was earlier an ocean. 
The highest mountain range had also lost some of its tallest 
peaks to nature millions of years ago. On the other hand, in the 
Eastern Himalayas, we have huge sacred stones, no one knows 
where those came from.

This is the season of the annual Amarnath Yatra and we analysed 
how this huge but arduous journey of thousands of faithful  
are managed.

In the quest of our offbeat article, we found many weird temples, 
some of them in the Himalayas. Unlike normal temples of Gods 
and Goddesses there are temples for living leaders like Sonia 
Gandhi and Narendra Modi. There are specific temples for 
getting visas too. In one temple one motorcycle which met with 
an accident where its owner was killed is worshipped.  Plus, we 
have our regular features on wildlife, entertainment, mysteries  
and other areas.
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‘Parastree’ which 
translates as “Other’s 
Wife” is an Indo-
Nepalese film that 
revolves around the 
depraved fetishes of 
a man and his wife’s 
extra marital affair. 
The film has a unique 
and spine-chilling 
storyline which is 
deeply seated in the 
world of love, lust 
and crime. While it is 
an erotic crime thriller 
movie, it highlights the 

complexity of human 
relationships, focusses 
on adultery. It also 
depicts how awkward 
relationships can 
sometimes go horribly 
wrong and turn violent 
and how people turn 
cruel and kill in the 
name of love and 
lust. Highlighting the 
treacherous human 
behaviour, ‘Parstree’ is 
a gruesome reminder 
of how people should 
not cross the nuptial 

boundaries.

To be specific while the 
hubby is busy away 
on work, adultery 
is at play at home, 
with young stud 
Aayan (Gaurav Bista) 
wooing Aavya at the 
local gym. Making 
romantic overtures to 
the disenchanted wife 
on the radio show that 
she hosts, he manages 
to whisk her away on 
his bullet to the hills, 
where one of the movie’s 
two forgettable songs 
unfold. The backdrop 
of rivers, rocks and 
clichéd lyrics of “Aankon 
mein ho tu” appears to 
be a throwback to old 

filmy musical 
sequences. But 
then, the film 
abruptly returns 
to the narrative, 
where a love 
triangle leads 
to revelations 
and resentment, 
which in turn, 
heads for a 
bloody end.

It is interesting 
to know that 
this Indo-Nepal 
production stars 
artists from both 
the countries. 
The film stars 
Shilpa Mashkey, 
Koshish Chhetri 
and Gaurav 
Bisht in pivotal 
roles. Sooraj 
Pandey has 
brilliantly 
directed this 

love, lust and crime 
saga.

 The film is made with 
the noble intention of 
entertaining both Hindi 
and Nepali audiences. 
This co-production is 
also an effort to set an 
example for others so 
that more and more 
films are produced 
jointly by both the 
countries and cultural 
exchanges can be 
encouraged through 
such films.’Parastree’ 
has been shot in various 
beautiful locations of 
Nepal. It was released 
in 500 screens across the 
world including 350 in 
India alone on June 30.

It is soothing that 
Parastree is coming 
after Hindi film 
Adipurush, and all 
Hindi cinemas were 
banned in Nepal in 
June following a 
controversy over the 
former’s dialogues, 
including mention 
of Sita of Ramayana 
as” India’s daughter”. 
Sita, also referred to 
as Janaki, is believed 
to have been born in 
Janakpur in southeast 
Nepal. As controversy 
spiralled over in India 
over certain dialogues, 
Adipurush writer Manoj 
Muntashir Shukla 
assured that makers of 
the movie had decided 
to” revise some of the 
dialogues” after the film 
was criticised heavily for 
its pedestrian language. 

HIMALAYAN ENTERTAINMENT

‘PARASTREE’
Making Waves

By Our Film Critic
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HIMALAYAN WILDLIFE

By Our Wildlife Correspondent

 5G TECHNOLOGY USED FOR 
TIBETAN CHIRUS

What has 5G 

telecommunications 
technology has to 
do with the Chiru 
antelopes found in 
remote parts of Tibet 
and to some extent 
in Ladakh? The 
broadband cellular 
networks, mostly for 
cell phones, is helping 
in  conservation of 
rare  antelopes since 
it is  their crucial 
breeding season .

Situated at an average 
altitude of over 
4,600 meters in the 
Sanjiangyuan National 
Park, the Hoh Xil 
Nature Reserve had long 
suffered from a lack of 
communication signals, 
except for the route 
along the Qinghai-Tibet 
Highway. Entering the 
nature reserve meant 
being isolated from the 
outside world, especially 
in the Drolkar  
Lake area.

Under first-class state 
protection in China, 
Tibetan antelopes, 
a once-endangered 
species, are mostly 
found in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, 
Qinghai Province, 
and Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region. 
Currently, the breeding 
season for Tibetan 
antelopes is underway. 
Every year, tens of 
thousands of pregnant 
Tibetan antelopes start 

their migration to Hoh 
Xil from May to give 
birth. The Drolkar Lake 
area in Hoh Xil is a 
crucial birthplace of 
the species.

On May 31, a 5G 
base station started 
operation in the 
preservation station 
of the Drolkar 
Lake covering the 
heartland of the 
UNESCO natural 
heritage site. 
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Based on the 
geographical factors 
and ecological 
monitoring 
requirements, the 
park chose to set up 
the 5G base station 
in the Drolkar 
Lake area, which 
can better monitor 
the migration and 
delivery of Tibetan 
antelopes. The 
preservation station 
rescues a number 
of calves every 
year. One can now 
have video calls 
with professional 
veterinarians 
through cell phones 
to receive timely 
treatment guidance 
for sick calves.

To minimize the 
ecological impact of 
the construction of 
the 5G base station, 
the Qinghai branch 
of China Mobile, a 
telecom giant in China, 
introduced large-
bandwidth and long-
distance microwave 
transmission for 
the first time in the 
high-altitude and 
uninhabited areas. 
More advanced 
technologies, such as 
5G remote patrolling 
and helicopters, will be 
introduced to enhance 
anti-poaching and 
monitoring capabilities 
of the reserve.

Tens of thousands 
of female Chirus are 
making a journey to 

the Hoh Xil region 
in northwest China’s 
Qinghai Province 
crossing hundreds 
of miles only to give 
birth in a suitable 
environment.  Chirus 
were first recorded 
in Nepal but became 
almost extinct in the 
former Himalayan 
Kingdom. They 
are also spotted in 
Ladakh region of India 
bordering Pakistan 
and Tibet. The Tibetan 
antelope are hunted 
for their extremely 
soft, light and warm 
underfur which is 
usually obtained after 
killing. This underfur, 
known as shahtoosh (a 
Persian word meaning 
“king of fine wools”), is 
used to weave 
luxury shawls.

The females in hordes 
migrate each year to 
calving grounds in 
the summer, where 
they usually give birth 
to a single calf, and 
re-join the males at 
the wintering grounds 
in late autumn. The 
rutting season lasts 
from November to 
December. Males form 
harems of up to 12 
females, and drive off 
other males. Mothers 
give birth to a calf in 
June or July, after 
a gestation period of 
about six months. The 
calves are precocial, 
being able to stand 
within 15 minutes  
of birth.

Cricket 
has 
nothing 
to do with 
Tigers. 
Not even 
remotely. 
But former 
India 
cricketer 
Sachin 
Tendulkar 
often 
shares 
incredible 
videos 

and images on Twitter. Recently, he took to the 
microblogging site to share a stunning picture 
of a tiger that he captured on the occasion of 
International Tiger Day on July 29.

The day was International Tiger Day (July 29) and 
the cricket legend posted a picture expressing his 
love for tigers and inviting others to share their 
best pictures of these magnificent creatures in the 
wild. The image depicts a tiger seated on a rock in a 
jungle, exuding a fierce expression that adds to its 
captivating aura.

“Tiger is one of my favourite animals. On 
#InternationalTigerDay, show me one of the best 
pictures of Tigers you’ve clicked in the wild. Here’s 
one clicked by me,” read the caption. The post has 
garnered as many as 1.7 lakh likes and is still 
counting. People praised the former cricketer’s 
photography skills and others shared their own 
images of tigers in the wild.

Today, there are 54 tiger reserves across India, 
spanning 75,000 sq km. The current population of 
tigers in the country stands at 3,167 up from mere 
1,411 in 2006. The numbers saw a 6.74 per cent 
increase since 2018 (when they stood at 2,967), 
as per figures from the 5th cycle of India’s Tiger 
Census, released by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
earlier this year to mark 50 years of Project Tiger. 
Globally India is home to two thirds of the tiger 
population which is an excellent success story.

HIMALAYAN WILDLIFE

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF TIGER
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HIMALAYAN MYSTERY

“Roopkund” is another 
famous spot in the Himalayas 
whose name and fame are 
just self-contradictory. 
The high-altitude beautiful 
glacial lake lying in the 
lap of Trishul massif of the 
Himalayas, is littered with 
skeletons, bones and skulls 
of many dead people. The 
area around the lake is 
uninhabited and surrounded 
by rock-strewn glaciers and 
snow-clad mountains.

Recent researchers have 
determined that skeletons 
found at the lake belonged to 
faraway Greeks! The skeletons, 
discovered at Roopkund Lake, 
which sits at an altitude of 
approximately 16,404 feet, were 
analysed using DNA samples 

to finally determine the ethnic 
origin of the people they may 
have belonged to. The stunning 
discovery, according to 
these results the first 
group of skeletons appear 
to have belonged to Greek  
people originating from the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 
The researchers found that 
the DNA of the skeletons 
is similar to the genetic 
makeup of Greek people who 
currently live on Crete and 
on the mainland of Greece. 
The bones are believed to belong 
to people who lived between 1600 
and 1900 AD, with the most 
plausible scenario being that of 
people who lived at some time 
around the 1800s.

But there is a gap in the 

whole story. There is no local 
legend about the group of 
Greeks visiting the area in 
the 19th century that could 
help solve the mystery, 
however. The scientists, 
who recently published 
their unusual findings in the 
magazine Nature, have also 
not managed to determine 
the reasons why the group 
came from far away Greece to 
visit an area located at such 
a high altitude. They have 
also not been able to come up 
with a hypothesis to explain 
the reasons why they all 
died in such close proximity 
to each other, or at least why 
their bodies were placed so near 
each other. Thirteen out of the 
total fourteen skeletons in the 
first group are believed to have 

ROOPKUND SECRET 
GETTING MURKIER

By Our Special Correspondent 
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HIMALAYAN MYSTERY

OTHER FAMOUS LAKES 
IN THE HIMALAYAS.

belonged to Greeks who were alive at about 
the same time. The analyses also revealed 
that the group of Greeks had all been healthy 
before they all mysteriously died, under 
circumstances which may never be known.

The second group of bones which was found in 
the same area are far older, and date all the 
way back to the year 800 AD. The DNA of the 
second group of skeletons earlier matches that 
of people from South Asia, including modern 
Indians and Pakistanis.

A local legend, which persisted long before the 
skeletons were found, claims that a group of 
people on a pilgrimage to a holy site were killed 
at the lake during a heavy hailstorm in the 
ninth century. The dating of the skeletons to 
800 AD could lend credence to the once-mythic 
story.

Another theory says that the skeletons belong 
to WWII soldiers, who were struck by a 
massive hailstone while on the trek. One more 
claim that these belong to a king’s family, 
cursed by a Goddess to die this way. On the 
contrary, as per local legend so impressed 
was Goddess Parvati to see her own beauty 
manifest in the water reflection, that the 
lake was named, Roopkund – Roop is a Hindi 
connotation for beauty, and kund refers to pool.

It is also known as the” Mystery Lake” or the” 
Lake of Skeletons” because of the number of 
skeletons that have been found in the region 
without any fully proven facts till date.  
Along with the buried skeletons, the surreal 
mountain landscapes with meadows, forests, 
snow peaks and streams, have together made 
Roopkund become one of the most sought-after 
visiting spots in Uttarakhand.

Roopkund has also been considered as one 
of the five most beautiful and popular treks 
specially in monsoon. During the monsoon 
season, the region is blessed with abundant 
greenery and carpeted with lush flora and 
fauna. This trek is a great way to explore 
nature and get a taste of  
extraordinary adventure. 

Suraj Tal is often considered as one of the sacred 
lakes in the Himalayan region and its name 
signifies the ‘Lake of the Sun God’. During winters 
the beauty of this lake completely enhances as the 
mountains surrounding it gets covered by layers of 
snow, and it seems not less than a 
heavenly abode.

Chandra Tal Lake is reckoned as the most 
charismatic lake situated in the laps of the 
Himalayas and offers the most splendid views 
of the Spiti region. The lake is crescent-shaped, 
and that is how it got its name. Its turquoise 
blue water, majestic mountains, and serene 
surroundings make it an apt place for camping.

Tso Moriri lake of Ladakh is one of the most 
beautiful, calm and sacred (for Ladakhis) high 
altitude lakes in India. The beautiful multi shades 
of blue colour offered by this lake along with a 
picturesque landscape around gives this place an 
extremely breath-taking feel.

Gadsar lake known as the valley of flowers, 
Gadsar lake is a picturesque, alpine high altitude 
oligotrophic lake located in the north of Srinagar. 
The bluish-green waters of the lakes are so crystal 
clear that the clouds, mountains & surroundings 
are perfectly reflected in them.

Sela lake is a large lake located on the north 
side of the Sela Pass in Arunachal Pradesh.  This 
lake often freezes during the winter. Sela Lake is 
located right on the top of Sela Pass. This lake is so 
stunning that it’s also called Paradise Lake.

Deo Tal is a sacred lake atop Mana Pass, it is 
considered very holy since this lake is believed to 
be the origin of the Mythical Saraswati River. It is 
near Mana Pass which was a trade route between 
Uttarakhand & Tibet.
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HIMALAYAN WONDER

Himalayas being the 
mountain range that 
with 10 peaks soaring 
more than 8,000 meters 
above sea level, more 
than earns its nickname 
as part of the “rooftop of 
the world.” The missing 
head, in this case, 
describes the very first 
rocks to erode from the 
Himalayas, themselves 
uplifted as the Indo-
Australian plate 
collided with and began 
subducting beneath the 
Eurasian plate in the 
early Cenozoic.

Those rocks washed 
out to sea over the 
course of millions of 
years as the Ganges 
and Brahmaputra 
Rivers flow from 
the Himalayas and 
transport about a 
billion tons of its eroded 
sediment into the 
Bay of Bengal every 
year. The sediment 
forms and reforms the 
Bengal Fan, the largest 
submarine fan on the 
planet. No other deep-
sea fan receives so much 
sediment, according to 
Hermann Kudrass, a 
marine sedimentologist 
at the University of 
Bremen in Germany.

In an interesting 
finding a team of 
geologists affiliated 
with multiple 
institutions in France 
and other countries 
have found evidence 
that a huge rockslide 
called its head had 
occurred in a part of 
the young Himalayas 
during the medieval 
era. Working in Nepal 
one  team analysed 
features of the Sabche 
Cirque, a Himalayan 

basin and the same was 
reported in the  
journal Nature.

Even earlier research 
has shown that some 
mountains are too tall 
to fall victim to the 
types of erosion that 
wear away shorter 
mountains. They are so 
tall that temperatures 
near the peak are 
always below freezing, 
for example, which 
prevents the cracking 

that accompanies freeze/
frost cycles in lower-
altitude mountains. 
Such mountains are 
also too tall and steep to 
host glaciers. Instead, 
the researchers on this 
new effort argue, they 
collapse as rock slides. 
The big picture is that 
the findings provide new 
evidence about how the 
planet’s highest peaks 
may evolve.

In fact, the study reveals 
glaciers can erode rock 
on the floors of mountain 
valleys but higher in 
the peaks, glaciers 
may just not form 
and year-round cold 
temperatures limit the 
freezing and thawing of 
ice that can break rocks, 
leaving open questions 
about how the highest 
mountains evolve over 
time. But these glaciers 
can still etch away at 
the lower slopes, making 
them steeper until 
the rock can collapse, 
possibly triggered 
by earthquakes. On 
human timescales, 
mountain peaks seem 
eternal.  But on 
geological timescales, 
mountain peaks are 
ephemeral; their 
shape and altitude 

Search on for Severed 
Head of Himalayas

By Vinit Wahi

The Himalayas are called Sagarmatha, 
meaning head of the sky. But its head 
itself is missing that too far away in the 
deep ocean- somewhere in the Bay of 
Bengal! The scientists are breaking their 
heads to find out this severed head 
which tumbled some time during the 
medieval age.
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HIMALAYAN WONDER

are constantly evolving 
in response to the 
competition between 
tectonic uplift and 
erosion, they 
further wrote.

As per the study , one  
team found the rocks to 
be breccias, that’s smaller 
rocks embedded in larger 
rocks. And excavating 
revealed that the size 
of the embedded rocks 
grew larger the deeper 
they were. They next 
broke open several of 
the rocks and carbon-
dated plant material they 
found embedded inside. 
Subsequently, they also 
found that one of the 
peaks next to Sabche 
Cirque had experienced 
shearing along one of its 
faces, suggesting material 
had fallen from it into 
the valley below. The 
study further pointed 
out features of breccias 
indicated they were 
generated by a  
single rockslide 
granular avalanche.

Carbon dating of plant 
fossils in the rocks 
revealed they were all 
deposited at the same 
time, around 1200 CE. 
The researchers reached 
the conclusion that they 
came from 23 cubic 
kilometers of rock that 
slid from a mountain 
and buried the basin 
floor below a kilometer 
of rock. The evidence 
strongly suggests that 
a massive rock slide 
occurred sometime 

around 1200 CE, filling 
the valley below with 
debris up to a kilometer 
deep. The researchers 
suggest that prior to 
the rock slide; the 
peak from which it had 
occurred was likely 
over 8,000 meters high, 
implying it had lost 
approximately half a 
kilometer in height. 
The team even suggested 
that massive landslides 
like this one could shape 
other tall mountains.

They said findings shed 
light on one potential 
mode of evolution of high 
Himalaya peaks and their 
abrupt erosion by large 
rockslides. They have 
stressed upon the need for 
further studies to assess 
the erosive contribution 
of giant rockslides on the 
long-term topographic 
evolution of these 
mountain ranges.

Previous work suggests 
that the Siang River 
(a section of the 
Brahmaputra) might have 
eroded the mountains to 
the point where all the 
missing rock caused some 
regions to rise faster than 
the rest of the range. The 
phenomenon is “kind of 
like a ‘tectonic aneurysm.

Meanwhile, the head 
of the Himalayas—and 
the secrets it may yet 
reveal—is still buried 
somewhere beneath 
the waves of the Bay of 
Bengal, awaiting its 
own exhumation.

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 
and Niigata University, Japan, have discovered 
droplets of water trapped in mineral deposits 
that were likely left behind from an ancient ocean 
which existed around 600 million years ago in the 
Himalayas.  Analysis of the deposits, which had 
both calcium and magnesium carbonates, also 
allowed the team to provide a possible explanation 
for events that might have led to a major 
oxygenation event in Earth’s history, Bengaluru-
based IISc said in a release on Thursday.

“We have found a time capsule for paleo oceans,” 
says Prakash Chandra Arya, PhD student at the 
Centre for Earth Sciences (CEaS), IISc, and first 
author of the study published in ‘Precambrian 
Research’. Scientists believe that between 700 and 
500 million years ago, thick sheets of ice covered 
the Earth for an extended period, called the 
Snowball Earth glaciation (one of the major glacial 
events in Earth’s history).

What followed this, it said, was an increase in 
the amount of oxygen in the Earth’s atmosphere, 
called the Second Great Oxygenation Event, which 
eventually led to the evolution of complex life 
forms. So far, scientists have not fully understood 
how these events were connected due to the lack 
of well-preserved fossils and the disappearance of 
all past oceans that existed in the Earth’s history, 
IISc noted, adding that exposures of such marine 
rocks in the Himalayas can provide some answers.

The deposits found by the team – which date 
back to around the time of the Snowball Earth 
glaciation – showed that the sedimentary basins 
were deprived of calcium for an extended period, 
probably due to low riverine input. The team 
hunted for these deposits across a long stretch of 
the western Kumaon Himalayas, extending from 
Amritpur to the Milam glacier, and Dehradun to the 
Gangotri glacier region.

Using extensive laboratory analysis, they were 
able to confirm that the deposits are a product of 
precipitation from ancient ocean water, and not 
from other places, such as the Earth’s interior (for 
example, from submarine volcanic activity). The 
researchers believe that these deposits can provide 
information about ancient oceanic conditions such 
as pH, chemistry, and isotopic composition, which 
have so far only been theorised or modelled.

Ocean In Himalayas 
Mystery Within Mystery  
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The Human civilization on 
earth revolves around one 
more planet –Sun after of 
course the Earth where all of 
us live.  But now Sun, to be 
precise sunshine   has become 
a tourist drawing visitors in 
thousands specially in the hill 
areas. Earlier hill stations in 
North and North East were 
attracting visitors for snow in 
winter and rain in monsoon 
seasons. Now climate change 
has made the travel to hill 
areas risky in both the 
seasons due to landslides, 
road blockades, heavy rush 
besides many other factors.  
Sun tourism is a popular 
form of tourism and is often 
associated with summer 
vacation when schools and 

colleges remain closed. It is 
a growing trend in which 
solo travellers and families 
from the plains travel to 
destinations with high levels 
of sunshine in the hills and 
enjoy the cold weather. Most 
parts of north India shiver 
during these months owing to 
foggy weather and lack  
of sunshine.

At this critical juncture, Sun 
tourism is becoming increasingly 
popular among mountain 
enthusiasts who are seeking a 
mixture of scenic landscapes 
teamed with the invigorating 
warmth of the sun. It allows 
mountain lovers to not only 
enjoy outdoor activities but also 
embrace the sun-kissed aura of 

the hills

So, by bringing tourists to 
locations where mountains co-
exist with sunny weather, sun 
tourism is a departure from 
the conventional mountain 
tourism paradigm, which has 
been traditionally associated 
with activities such as skiing, 
snowboarding, and trekking. 
The rise of sun tourism among 
mountain tourists has several 
benefits for visitors as well 
as the local populations. It 
contributes to the local economy 
by extending the tourism season, 
yielding income for businesses, 
accommodations, and service 
providers who earlier depended 
heavily on winter activities. 
This facilitates growth and 

HIMALAYAN TOURISM

 Sun Tourism an Emerging Trend
 By Our Correspondent
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development, which 
helps sustain local 
communities. Sun 
tourism fosters 
sustainable practices 
such as conservation 
efforts, eco-friendly 
infrastructure, and 
responsible tourism 
practices, guaranteeing 
the long-term 
preservation of natural 
resources. It also 
drives infrastructure 
development in 
mountainous areas, 
leading to improved 
transportation, 
accessibility, and 
amenities.

The trend helps 
expand the array of 
activities available in 
mountainous regions 
beyond winter sports. 
This diversification 
draws travellers with 
varying interests, 
allowing them to 
immerse in a broader 
range of experiences. 
Sun tourism 
promotes a profound 
connection with 
nature as one of its 
main attractions is 
the opportunity to 
witness sunrise and 
sunset views from 
mountain summits. 
This enriching 
experience is vital 
for mental 
well-being too.

Tour operators in 
Himalayan region 
have realized the new 
found potential to 

attract tourists beyond 
the traditional winter 
season by promoting 
their picturesque 
landscapes, outdoor 
activities, and pleasant 
weather conditions 
during the summer 
months. Organising any 
tour during the summer 
is also easy and hassle 
free and immune from 
many risks like winter 
or rains.

People are lapping up 
every opportunity to 
travel, especially when 
they get introduced 
to anything which is 
unexplored and new. 
Hence, Sun Tourism is 
in demand in Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Kashmir and other 
hill areas. There is 
a sudden rise in the 
number of tourists to 
the hills during winters 
in recent times. In 
recent years, Sun 
Tourism is becoming 
a rage at hill stations 
like Manali, Shimla, 
Dalhousie, Srinagar, 
Ladakh, Mussoorie, 
Dehradun. The whole 
hospitality industry 
which was laying 
low in the summer 
season is not buzzing 
with activities. 
Hotels and resorts 
are flooded with 
demands like having 
a sun facing balcony, 
having a room that 
receives direct 
sunlight and 
so on. 

Best Sunrise and Sunset 
Points in Himalayas.

KASAULI IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 
Kasauli is a perfect destination that cherishes 
its visitors with an amazing and lifetime 
experience. Thus, for all the tourists who are 
seeking the mirth of heaven on the bosom of the 
Himalayas, Kasauli is the perfect place to visit 
ornamented by the perfect Sunset Point at any 
time of the year barring monsoon season.

TIGER HILL, DARJEELING 
The first ray of the Sun is said to bathe the 
twin peaks a shade of pink and then turn into 
a bright shade of orange. It is best enjoyed with 
a steaming cup of Darjeeling tea in hand with a 
view of majestic Kanchenjunga mountains.

NUBRA VALLEY, JAMMU & KASHMIR  
is a naturally beautiful place to witness a 
breathtaking sunset. The Diskit village in 
Ladakh is especially magical during sunset, as 
the mountains shine in shades of yellow and 
orange, creating a beautiful atmosphere. The 
sun’s rays bring life to the cold desert during 
this time, making it a stunning destination. 
Every view in the valley is unique and creates a 
beautiful sunset experience that should 
not be missed.

BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER, DIBRUGARH 
A sunset that is as inspiring as it is beautiful. 
With its unique blend of luscious red and 
crimson yellow colors bursting forth in the sky 
at dusk, and the dark grey clouds providing 
seamless company, the scene is acutely ecstatic. 
The water of River Brahmaputra plays its part 
by shining like a sea of blessed crystals. It 
cannot get better than this.

UMIAM LAKE SHILLONG 
Umiam lake in Meghalaya on the way from 
Guwahati o Shillong is by far one of the most 
splendid spots to come across. Its spell bounding 
scenic beauty grasps visitors from all the parts 
of India. It is located 15 km away from Shillong. 
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mesmerizing views of sunrise 
near the bank of the  
Umiam River.

MAJULI ASSAM 
The bank of the mighty River 
Brahmaputra also offers some 
of the best sunrise views to its 
visitors in Majuli, the largest 
river island in the world.  
This vast and seamless water 
body is a grand old river of 
peninsular India. In addition to 
enjoying the traditional culture 
and customs of Assam, where 
visitors can catch the perfect 
glimpses of the rising sun.

DONG VILLAGE IN 
ARUNACHAL PRADESH, 
which is known as the 
easternmost village in India, 

witnessed the earliest sunrise 
in the country. At about 1,240 
metres above sea-level, Dong 
is located between China and 
Myanmar. On average, the 
sun rises at around 5:00 AM 
and sets at around 5:00 PM in 
Dong. It is a tourist spot to see 
the first sun rise.

RANIKHET IN 
UTTARAKHAND; 
Ranikhet is home to many 
Sunset Points that offer 
amazing views of the 
Himalayas. The best sunset 
point in Ranikhet is near 
Jhula Devi Temple.  Ranikhet 
has a number of nightfall 
viewpoints that provide views 
of the snow-capped Himalayan 
Mountains and the setting 

sun. The most noticeable of 
these is Machkhali, which is 
located near the Woodville 
point between Transit Camp 
and Ganiadeoli. Similarly, on 
the site located between Jhoola 
Devi Temple and Bhargaon.
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Thus, it is not 
erroneous to say 

that the genesis of 
the Manipur crisis 
lies in diversity and 
what can be stated 
as the ‘pluralisation’ 
of claims. It is stated 
that the ‘logic of us and 
the ideology of others’ 
motivates the root cause 
of identity politics in 
the region. There are 
multiple reasons that 
are being attributed for 
the crisis in Manipur.

The rich diversity of the 
North Eastern region 

is often a strength; but 
these pose challenges 
too. The latest fracas 
that has unfolded raises 
the same old questions 
raised from time to time. 
And that question can 
be probably revolving 
around -- the query -- “If 
I am not wrong; why 
have you spoiled the 
situation”.

In his masterpiece ‘The 
Conquest of Happiness’ 
Bertrand Russel says 
- “The man divided 
against himself looks 
for excitement and 

distraction .... he loves 
strong passion”. Russel 
further explains that 
‘passion’ takes the man 
‘outside himself’. This 
applies to human kind 
at the global stage but 
it applies more to the 
people of the North 
East. Hence, one can 
say, if one is in the 
North East, he or she 
could be a man ‘divided 
against himself’.

Now let us do the stock 
taking. The state of 
Manipur as a whole 
and three segments of 

societies -- the Meiteis, 
the Kukis and the 
Nagas have even in 
the past found flirting 
dangerously with civil 
unrest. Manipur is not 
alone. All states in the 
North Eastern  region 
barring the new member 
Sikkim have seen 
enough of such ethnic 
and communal clashes 
and enough of so-called 
‘cleansing’.

Thus, Biharis, Bengali 
Hindus and Gorkhalis 
have been at the 
receiving end in Shillong 

By Nirendra Dev

Ethnic strife in NE
 How to and Who’ll bell the cat?

One should understand the 
presence of strong elements 
of ‘us’ and ‘they’ syndrome 
in the North East region.



16 - Himalayan News Chronicle - Vol-3, Issue-7 - July 1, 2023 – July 31, 2023

HIMALAYAN CONFLICT

in Meghalaya and 
people left for good. 
Shillong was once the 
noted education hub in 
the entire region and 
also a tourist’s paradise. 
All that is probably gone 
now. In the nineties, 
after a senior politician 
was allegedly found 
‘involved’ in inciting 
communal violence, he 
was rewarded and made 
a Governor.

Forget tribals-non 
tribals; episodes like the 
Reang-Mizo differences 
and Naga-Kuki issues 
of the 1990s were really 
unfortunate, but these 
clashes were between 
tribals. And even the 
‘they’ syndrome or 
enemy keep changing.

Today, the Nagas and 
Meiteis stand together 
despite tribal-non tribal 
differences. But in the 
1990s, the Nagas had 
their own issues with 
Kukis and they “could 
not trust” each other. 
There was a time when 
the Naga-Kuki clashes 
used to be a nightmare 
both in Nagaland and in 
Manipur.

In 2001 when the 
Naga ceasefire was 
extended to parts of 
Naga inhabited areas 
of Manipur, the Imphal 
valley burnt for days 
-- meaning Nagas and 
Meiteis did not trust 

each other.

In the biggest state of 
Assam, there used to be 
a serious anti-foreigners 
stir by the powerful All 
Assam Students Union 
(AASU). Slowly the 
agitation turned against 
Bengalis -- Hindus 
and Muslims clubbed 
together. And for a few 
years, non-Assamese 
students could not study 
in Guwahati.

There have been 
problems in Tripura 
as well. The tribal-non 
tribal (primarily Hindu 
Bengali) divide owes 
its origin to a fallacy 
of a policy tried in the 
1960s. In subsequent 
stages the relations only 
deteriorated further 
owing to political 
reasons as well. Both 
political parties - 
the CPI(M) and the 
Congress -- tried to work 
on the ‘fear’ psychosis of 
Bengalis. The Congress 
chiefly failed to make 
penetration among the 
tribals in the hills and 
as a result, Tripura 
easily became a red 
bastion for a long. It 
was only in 2018, 
the BJP’s aggressive 
campaigning coupled 
with the promise of jobs 
for youths alongside 
the right synthesis 
of Hindutva politics 
ensured the ouster of 
the communists. In 

between the Congress 
in alliance with Tripura 
Upajati Yuva Parishad 
then a dominant tribal 
party had formed a rag 
tag government for five 
years. The tribals are 
now are demanding 
greater autonomy in the 
hills saying the existing 
district councils are not 
good enough!

Disturbances in various 
parts of North East and 
tribal-non tribal clashes 
have led to intra-region 
migration of people. A 
large number of people 
from Assam, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya moved 
to Tripura and even 
places like Siliguri 
in West Bengal. The 
intra-region migration 
of Bengali Hindus from 
Meghalaya and Assam 
into Tripura has been 
staggeringly high. This 
again contributed to 
tribals getting further 
‘cornered’ in their own 
state.

In 1987 the Meghalaya 
capital Shillong 
was witness to 
indiscriminate violence 
mostly on parochial 
lines. The anti-outsiders 
agitation and violence 
largely left Bengalis 
and Nepalis at the 
receiving end. A judicial 
probe by retired judge 
B N Sharma of Gauhati 
High Court had later 
attributed the violence 

and deteriorating 
situation to “lack of 
social and cultural 
contact” between native 
Khasis and others. The 
growing regionalism 
and parochialism and 
lack of employment 
opportunities were also 
attributed as major 
factors.

No state has been 
exception to the general 
rule of ethnic tension. In 
Mizoram, Vai (outsiders) 
bashing used to be a 
regular annual feature 
for many years in the 
1990s.

“If at all anyone was 
interfering into the 
functioning of CEO, it 
was the stae government 
through its Mizo Home 
Secretary,” was the 
refrain by a section 
of retired babus. The 
Reangs or Brus facing 
discrimination have 
been demanding setting 
up of polling stations 
at relief camps in 
Tripura -a move opposed 
vehemently by the Mizo 
society.  Bru refugees 
willing to repatriate 
to Mizoram as part of 
the agreement signed 
earlier this year should 
exercise franchise 
in their respective 
polling stations inside 
Mizoram,” said YMA 
chairman Vanlalruata.

Earlier in May 2018, 
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a four-party agreement between centre, the 
Mizoram government, the Tripura government 
and Reang refugees was inked in Delhi 
and it was decided that ‘repatriation’ of the 
Brus or Reangs from Tripura camps would 
be felicitated. Of course, given the age-old 
differences between Mizos and Reangs, this was 
easy said than done. Hence it was only natural 
that on the eve of elections, the high intensity 
emotive issue got blown up.

There is yet another issue of governance or 
the lack of it when it comes to violence in 
Manipur. A deep divide in Manipur police 
on ethnic lines became very evident in the 
ongoing conflict. Of course,sources maintained 
that this has made “the task of Army, Assam 
Rifles and other CAPF units even difficult”.

Large quantities of automatic weapons have 
been looted from police during the unrest 
and these certainly do not augur well for 
the situation and a state administration. 
Moreover, the roles of two organisations 
Arambai Tenggol and Meitei Leepun have 
surfaced lately and these oughts to be looked 
into. Did they enjoy some patronage?

The ongoing violence and communal tension 
in Manipur are also causes of setback to the 
overall development journey of the state. 
And this ‘distraction’ from the developmental 
journey is also a setback for Kukis, Nagas 
and other tribals in the state. Emerging as 
an ‘island of peace’ for some time, Manipur 
under the ‘double-engine government’ has 
experienced a lot of positive developments 
including pumping in of investments. 

In other words, the good works and 
achievements too have been jeopardised.

MIZORAM -- Native Mizos have issues 
against Brus/Reangs

TRIPURA -- Tribals have big differences 
with Bengali population

MEGHALAYA - Communal and ethnic 
strife have driven our Bengalis 
and Nepalis

ASSAM - Anti foreigners stir turned 
against Bengalis in 1970s and 1980s  - 
Asom Gana Parishad which came to 
power in 1986 was a political   outfit 
of student leaders leading anti-
Bangladeshi stir.

NAGALAND - There are 17 tribes 
among Nagas with minor differences - 
‘Eastern Nagaland’ Nagas now demand 
autonomy in the region               - 
Nagas-Non-Nagas have had good 
relations but also tensions.

MANIPUR - At present Kukis have 
clashes with Meiteis in the past Nagas 
have fought Kukis

And Meiteis have also fought against 
Nagas. There were communal riots too 
in Manipur.
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HimalayasHimalayas
Deluge in

It is actually raining cats and dogs in the Northern 
Himalayas. Worst hit being Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand. The rainfall has a 50-year-long record with 
over fifty hours of relentless rainfall in the two hill states 
which submerged vast parts under extreme floods.

COVER STORY
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It has left a trail of death and 
devastation as well 
as rendering many 
areas inaccessible. 

More than 120 people 
have lost their lives 
and thousands have 
been stranded. Houses, 
bridges, highways are 
being just washed 
away by the gauging 
flood water swelled by 
rains. Landslides and 
rockslides are burying 
human habitations and 
motor vehicles are seen 
sailing like boats in the 
swirling flood water. 
It is an irony that the 
national capital New 
Delhi is inundated on a 
record scale.

According to the 
India Meteorological 
Department, torrential 
rains across the 
country in the first 
week of July have 
already produced about 
2% more rainfall than 
normal. The agency 
has forecast more rain 
across large parts of 
northern and North 
Eastern India in the 
coming days. The 
region has received 
disproportionately high 
rains. The summer, or 
southwest, monsoon 
brings India about 70% 
of its annual rainfall. 
It is crucial for the 
nation’s agriculture, 
which accounts for 
just 11% of India’s total 
economic output, 
but employs over 
40% of its labour 

force. Scientists say 
the rainfall, like all 
other natural nature’s 
creation , is hard to 
forecast and varies 
considerably. But rapid 
climate change is 
making the monsoon 
stronger and more 
erratic, increasing the 
frequency and ferocity 
of the floods.

It is quite evident 
from the fact that the 
maximum destruction 
has taken place in 
the areas where 
mega infrastructure 
projects, massive 
road widening were 
undertaken in recent 
years. Experts attribute 
the devastation to soil 
vulnerabilities, failed 
drainage systems, 
dumping of huge 
debris in the rivers, 
and unchecked illegal 
mining at the river 
beds. They describe 
it as human induced 
devastation of the 
Himalayas, a planned 
disaster indeed. 
The 16th century 
Panchvaktra temple at 
Mandi was submerged 
under water but 

survived but the 
100-year-old Pandoh 
bridge was washed 
away. The fifty-year 
old Aut bridge in Kullu 
collapsed to the river’s 
fury. Tourist town 
Manali was ravaged, 
wrecked and turned 
into a ghost town. 
Moreover, the course of 
rivers was diverted to 
build dams for hydro-
power projects. The 
course has already 
been narrowed down 
with debris and the 
surface usually filled-
up with silt, raising the 
water level. In some 
cases, even the rivers  
have changed course 
due to banks damaged 
by illegal mining and 
other manmade factors.

In neighbouring 
Uttarakhand, 
continuous rainfall, 
flash floods and 
landslides have caused 
severe damage to 
several important 
roads—including the 
Dharchula-Tawaghat-
Lipulekh road, which 
helps pilgrims visiting 
Kailash Mansarovar in 
Tibet—in Uttarakhand 

and hindered the 
movement of several 
trains on the Dehradun 
and Haridwar routes. 
Dehradun, Haridwar, 
Tehri, and Pauri 
districts, experienced 
very heavy to extremely 
heavy rains for a week. 
According to data 
provided by the state 
government, six state 
roads, eight district 
roads, two border roads 
and 223 village roads 
are blocked because of 
landslides or the falling 
debris. At least nine 
bridges were damaged 
in Haridwar itself. Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami who took several 
review meetings has 
requested everyone 
to maintain vigilance 
and avoid unnecessary 
travel for a few days. 
The administration has 
also been instructed 
to remain prepared to 
deal with any kind of 
situation.

Since the flood 
damage was much 
more in Himachal 
Pradesh, Chief Minister 
Sukhwinder Singh has 
asked the centre to 
declare the situation 
as a national disaster 
and provide immediate 
help of Rs 2,000 crore 
for emergency relief 
and restorations. The 
centre, so far, has 
released Rs 260 crore 
from the National 
Calamity relief fund.  
The Chief Minister 
himself camped at 

COVER STORY
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Kullu, which has helped 
to temporarily restore 
Chandigarh-Manali 
NHs. But, the Kullu-
Manali road, which also 
connects Leh, has been 
swept away due to the 
flood fury in the Beas. 
It might take months 
to re-create the new 
alignment and cut 
down the mountains 
again. The government 
rescued and evacuated 
as many as 70,000 
tourists stranded 
in Kullu-Manali and 
Lahaul-Spiti.

Human-induced 
climate change is 
already intensifying 
hydrological extremes 
in India, and the recent 
floods in parts of 
northern India are yet 
another example of 
how extreme events 
can be more disastrous 
in hilly regions than in 
plains,” Akshay Deoras, 
a research scientist at 
the United Kingdom’s 
National Centre for 
Atmospheric Science 
and the University of 
Reading’s Department 
of Meteorology, 
told Down To Earth 
Magazine. Deoras 
said extreme weather 
events were set to 
intensify as the planet 
continues to become 
warmer because of 
growing emissions of 
greenhouse gases. 
In 2022, the Center 
for Science and 
Environment, a New 
Delhi-based public 

interest research and 
advocacy organization, 
tracked extreme 
weather events in 
India. It found out that 
India on the whole 
experienced extreme 
weather events on 314 
out of the 365 days, 
meaning that one 
extreme weather event 
was reported in some 
part of India on each of 
these days.  The report 
concluded that these 
events caused more 
than 3,000 deaths in 
2022, affected about 2 
million hectares of crop 
area, killed more than 
69,000 animals used as 
livestock and destroyed 
roughly 4,20,000 
houses.

The UN 
Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change also released 
a 2022 report painting 
a bleak picture for 
India. It warned that 
the country could 
face multiple climate 
change-induced 
disasters in the 
next two decades. 
Unless greenhouse 
gas emissions are 
drastically reduced by 
2030, it will become 
impossible for Indian 
authorities to reverse 
an imminent climate 
catastrophe, it said.

On the other hand, 
the heavy rains come 
after a heat wave that 
caused temperatures 
to soar to as high as 

45 degrees 
Celsius (113 
F) in large 
parts of India. 
At one point 
of time cool 
hill stations 
like Shimla 
experienced 
extreme 
heat. Even 
though the 
main summer months 
— from April to June — 
are always hot in India, 
temperatures have 
become more intense 
in the past decade. 
Temperatures of up to 
46 degrees are being 
measured in northern 
India. While people are 
trying their best to beat 
the heat, authorities 
say that at least 170 
have died. Scorching 
heat in summer is not 
uncommon in northern 
India, but the current 
temperatures of up 
to 46 degrees are 
breaking all records.  
Further large states 
of Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh government 
hospitals have run 
out of even stretches 
to forget about beds. 
The two states alone 
have reported 170 
deaths, and hospitals 
are complaining about 
overcrowding and a 
lack of care.

Flora and fauna are 
also suffering from 
the enormous heat. 
The current heat wave 
is not only affecting 
India, but large parts of 

Asia.  But, against the 
backdrop of increasing 
extreme weather 
events, experts say 
the government needs 
to also focus on 
adaptation measures. 
“More needs to be 
done for climate 
adaptation to prevent 
economic losses and 
food insecurity,” Sunita 
Narain, the director of 
the Center for Science 
and Environment, “We 
need to relearn land- 
and water-management 
strategies,” Narain said. 
“India has much to 
learn, from not building 
habitations in flood-
vulnerable areas to 
channelling river water 
instead of taming rivers 
within embankments 
that invariably break or 
just do not work.”

Apart from Himachal 
Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand, rains 
and floods have also 
affected all other 
parts of the Himalayas 
specially Jammu and 
Kashmir and North 
East. But the two hill 
states were the 
worst hit. 
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The Go od Samaritans

The famous Greek 
proverb says that 
a friend in need 

is a friend in deed. 
Whole of Himachal 
Pradesh is affected by 
devastating floods and 
landslides following 
incessant rains. In 
this unprecedented 
challenging situation, 
some top police 
officers, mostly 
women, took the 
cudgel and led the 
way in addressing the 
unprecedented crisis.

Amid the devastation 
on June 23, ADGP 
Satwant Atwal Trivedi 
got the additional 
charge of DGP as head 
of state police. She 
immediately   used 
Twitter to connect with 
stranded tourists and 
provide solace to their 
concerned families. She 
remained put on the 
danger spots personally 
for 24 hours a day 
and seven days a 
week and coordinated 
all relief and rescue 
operations.

Sitting in the control 
room at the police 
headquarters, which 
she got set up in 
a few hours, she 
organised evacuations 
and sent assistance 
immediately.  She is 
constantly on social 
media tapping the 
situation on the 

ground, ensuring 
quick outreach and 
also informing the 
families of the persons 
stranded in different 
rain/flood-hit areas 
about their safety and 
well-being. The 1996 
batch first women 

IPS from the state, 
Trivedi also happens 
to be the first woman 
officer in NIA and 
BSF and is credited 
for successfully 
incorporating 
emerging technologies 
such as Artificial 
intelligence into the 

Border Security Force.

On a single day on 
July 11, more than 200 
persons contacted 
police on the dedicated 
helpline. Three hundred 
persons stranded at 
Chandratal (14,100 
feet) was the biggest 
worry but she managed 
to reach out to them 
by coordinating with 
ground teams and also 
deployed helicopters 
for their evacuation and 
drones for essential 
medicines. In total 
about 60,000 tourists 
were evacuated from 
all over the deluge 
ridden state mostly 
with the help of police, 
administration and 
even locals. 

Later, to boost the 
morale of the force, 
she tweeted: “With 
Khaki as armour, the 
national emblem 

as our crown, we 
rededicate ourselves 
to serve the citizens 
(in distress). With 
hope for a brighter 
tomorrow, pray for 
more strength and zeal 
for every boot on the 
ground.” Incidentally, 
her husband Abhishek 
Trivedi, Additional 
Director General of 
Police (Law and order), 
is also supervising 
control room operations 
and coordinating with 
district SPs and 
their teams.

There are many young 
lady IAS officers who 
came forward and 
worked the infield 
be it rains or storm.  
Sakshi Verma, is 
one such dedicated 
officer of 2014 batch 
IPS officer and is the 
superintendent of 
police, Kullu, which 
is the most affected 
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district. Firstly, she 
focused on making 
connections with the 
tourists so as to assure 
that they were safe, 
side by side she got 
roads cleared and then 
started the process of 
sending them back, 
many have been 
rescued by foot as well. 
Another women IPS 
officer of 2010 batch, 
Soumya Sambasivan, 
SP Manali during the 
flood crisis, was seen 
walking in the rain 
in remote villages 
convincing people to 
move to safer areas 
and helped them to 
shift to safe places.  
Two other IPS officers, 
Shalini Agnihotri, who 
is handling the state’s 
biggest district, Kangra, 
and Dr Akriti Sharma 

are actively touring the 
flood-affected areas 
and helping people 
round the clock.

It is not that only 
women police officers 
came to the forefront to 
rescue the marooned 
people in Himachal 
Pradesh. In Chandratal 
which was the most 
arduous operation 
Mayank Chaudhary, 
a young and daring 
2019-batch IPS 
officer personally 
supervised rescues of 
many tourists, some 
of them foreigners.  
The evacuation of the 
about 500 tourists 
in 58 vehicles, who 
were stationed in 
government camps 
in the vicinity of 
Chandertal for five 

days, began in 
the morning after 
the snow-clearing 
operation on a 30-km 
stretch between Losar 
and the Kunzum Pass, 
the gateway to the 
lake, was over. The 
DGP Satwant Atwal, 
tweeted: “Man of the 
Moment. He stood 
tall in 4 feet of snow 
at Chandertal for the 
last three days/nights. 
Kept everyone in high 
spirits and left last after 
ensuring evacuation of 
all 266 tourists. Proud 
of you Mayank.”

Even local people, the 
hoteliers, the shop 
[ keepers and even 
ordinary residents 
came forward to help 
the stranded tourists 
from other states. They 

offered free stay and 
food whatever they 
could manage since 
there was a severe 
shortage of essential 
commodities too. In 
some cases, they even 
provided their warm 
clothes and blankets to 
the tourists in the night.

The exceptional 
services did not go 
unnoticed. Chief 
Minister Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu praised 
the women IPS officers 
who were able to 
establish contacts 
with affected families 
and coordinate the 
rescue of the tourists. 
In total about 60,000 
tourists were rescued 
and evacuated from 
different parts of the 
deluged state.
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Soniya Rohra, a 
Senior Manager in a 
Marketing Agency 
was to celebrate her 
35th birthday with 
a surprise trip to 
Manali, planned by her 
husband. However, 
what was meant to 
be a joyous occasion 
quickly turned into a 
nightmarish experience 
as the couple found 
themselves stranded 
in a Kullu village amid 
heavy downpour 
without any amenities 
for nearly days.

Soniya and her 
husband, also a 
Manager at an IT firm 
in Pune, embarked on 
their journey to Manali 
on July 7.  However, 
their optimism soon 
faded as rain began to 
pour during their drive 

to Kasol.  On July 9, 
as they woke up and 
prepared to proceed 
towards Manali via 
Manikaran Sahib, they 
discovered that the 
weather had worsened. 
But they were not 
aware that it would 
prove to be a fateful 
decision. They set out 
towards Manikaran 
Sahib, but a few 
kilometres ahead the 
path was obstructed by 
a fallen tree due to the 
heavy rainfall. With no 
way to continue, they 
were forced to turn 
back towards Manali 
via Kullu.

The couple’s 
adventure began 
with landslides along 
the Kullu route, with 
rocks and boulders 
tumbling down from 

the mountains. 
Undeterred, they 
managed to navigate 
through Kullu but were 
met with a red alert 
and barricades at the 
Pathlikul bridge, just 
25 kilometres from 
their destination.

With no option they 
turned back from 
Pathlikul and searched 
for a hotel in nearby 
Dobhi village amid 
continuous rains.  They 
found one but it had 
no electricity and 
even water. The hotel 
was situated adjacent 
to the swollen Beas 
River, and they slept 
with its ominous roar. 
After they woke up 
the next morning, 
they discovered 
that numerous other 
stranded individuals, 

including several 
couples, shared their 
predicament. There 
were couples who 
came to celebrate 
anniversaries, doing 
pujas and even 
honeymooning  
in the Devbhoomi.

By the afternoon of 
July 12, with the rainfall 
subsiding, they jumped 
into a taxi going up to 
Mandi. But the slippery 
roads, continuous 
rain, and frequent 
landslides made their 
return journey arduous. 
At times, they had to 
alight from the car and 
push it to overcome 
the obstacles. Upon 
reaching Mandi they 
drove to Chandigarh 
on July 13, where 
they caught the first 
available flight back to 
Pune later that day.

All through the ordeal 
the tourists had little 
or no cash with no 
ATM working. There 
was no essential 
food item even to 
eat and drink.  They 
were cut off from the 
outside world with  
mobile and electricity 
connections 
snapped, it’s not only 
the tourists, but even 
the locals are facing 
hardships in rain-
affected areas.

Birth Days and Honeymoons 
in the Deluge

COVER STORY
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It is raining every day in Himachal Pradesh 
but the showers are   
keeping apples away 
from the pink of health. 
The 6000 crore rupees 
apple economy in the 
hill state is going to be 
less than half this time 
since the rains have 
stopped the noble fruit 
from gaining its bigger 
size in the absence of 
sunshine.

Apple flowering was 
severely damaged due 
to rain, hail and lack of 
sunshine this season. 
During the flowering 
season, the average 
temperature must be 
around 15 degrees, 
however, it fell to 8 
degrees. This affected 

the pollination and 
fruit set. But it rained 
during the blooming 
time disturbing the 
pollinating pattern 
depriving the apple 
the much-needed 
sunshine to gain size.

The state is likely to 
produce record lowest 
low of 1.25 crore boxes 
of apples, compared 
to over 3.36 crore 
boxes last year and 
a highest ever 5.11 
crores in 2010.  Before 
monsoon, apples need 
good sunlight to gain 
size. However, this year 
due to untimely rains 
and early pre-monsoon 
showers, this process 
has been affected.

Besides continuous 
rains, the weather 
as a whole has not 
been favourable for 
apples since the 
beginning of this year. 
Chilling hours were 
not completed due to 
the lack of snowfall 
in winter. Almost a 
drought-like condition 
prevailed in February, 
when the apple crop 
needed good snowfall. 
Following this in mid-
March it started to 
rain and the state 
witnessed long wet 
spells through April and 
May as well, not good 
for the fruit cultivation.

The drastic fall in apple 
cultivation has also 
affected another big 

industry in 
Himachal 
Pradesh- 
carton 
factories 
which also 
employ a 
large number 
of local 
populations. 
The demand 
for the 
cartons in 
which apples 
are packed 
for storage 
and transport 
has gone 
down by 60%. 
Compared 

to last year, the price 
of apple cartons has 
also been reduced by 
₹10 to ₹12 this time but 
still there are not many 
takers simply because 
there is no production.  
There are 250 
cardboard industries 
in the state, of which 
40% manufacture apple 
cartons.

It is said that the heart 
of Himachal Pradesh’s 
economy lies in apple 
production. Apple 
alone makes for 
₹6,000-crore economy 
in Himachal Pradesh 
and sustains more 
than two lakh families.  
It covers nearly half of 
the state’s total area 
under fruit crops.

CONTINUOUS EXCESS RAINS 
FINAL NAIL ON APPLE COFFIN
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IAS Officer Scales 
Everest Twice

By Reeta Rani Nayak

India has about 
3511 IAS officers 
in India with about 

180 added every year 
by the UPSC by the 
toughest examination 
procedure inviting the 
best of talents in the 
country. But the 2011 
Uttar Pradesh cadre 
IAS Officer Ravindra 
Kumar from Bihar is 
different. The young 
officer has scaled 
Mount Everest not 
once but twice that 
too from both Nepal 
and China sides, the 
first to do among his 
cadres and 
few among  
any individual.

At the beginning of his 
career Kumar joined 
the Sikkim cadre as 
part of his training 

programme. During 
the course of his career, 
he has held multiple 
positions including 
- Director of Indian 
Himalayan Centre 
for Adventure and 
Eco-tourism (IHCAE). 
His accomplishments 
have won him several 
accolades. He was 
awarded the Sikkim 
Khel Ratna Award 
by the Government 
of Sikkim, and the 
Vishesh Khel Samman 
by the Government  
of Bihar.

But the turning 
point in his life came 
during his Sikkim 
stint when he got 
acquainted with 
the fact that the 
region was prone to 
earthquakes. Then 

he decided to learn 
mountaineering after 
witnessing local 
hikers helping people 
get out of the rubble 
after an earthquake 
devastated the state 
in 2011. He signed 
up for a course 
at the Himalayan 
Mountaineering 
Institute in 
Darjeeling and there 
was no looking back.

Kumar reached the 
peak of Mt Everest 
in his first attempt in 
2011. He  was awed 
by the high altitude 
and the view from the 
top. So much so that 
it left him speechless. 
“I sat there for a while 
silently observing 
everything around me. 
The kind of happiness 

I experienced was 
unmatched,” Kumar 
told the media once.

But Kumar was not 
complacent. He started 
his climbing journey 
again in 2015 to 
spread the word about 
‘a cleaner India’ or 
‘Swatch Bharat’.  The 
‘All India Services 
Expedition to Mt 
Everest’ led by Kumar 
was flagged off by 
the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. Indian 
Mountaineering 
Foundation (IMF), 
under the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs & Sports, 
organized the ‘All India 
Services Expedition 
to Mt Everest’ of 
five IAS officers led 
by Kumar. But as 
misfortune had it, 
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when the team reached 
the base camp, there 
was the devastating 
earthquake in Nepal, 
which resulted in 
an avalanche in the 
area. In the chaos, the 
team witnessed first-
hand horrors of the 
earthquake — dead 
bodies stuck to the ice, 
a fellow Chinese 
trekker’s head 
smashed on the 
rock right next to 
their tent, and cries 
of people in pain 
echoed through 
the mountain air. 
So instead of going 
ahead with the 
expedition, Kumar 
along with his 
colleagues helped 
the victims and 
saved many lives 

which was his priority. 
But determined, Kumar 
set off on his journey to 
the Himalayas in 2019 
April and made it with 
the message of an open 
defecation free nation 
and a clean Ganga.

Unlike other civil 
servants, Kumar is 

a person who has 
donned many hats – 
an adventure junkie, 
author, bungee 
jumper, horse rider, 
scuba diver and a 
martial artist. He 
has authored two 
motivational books 
on his previous 
journey to Mt. 

Everest. The books are 
named “Many Everest 
– An inspiring journey 
of transforming dreams 
into reality” and its 
Hindi version ,ojsLV% 
liuks dh mM+ku flQj ls 
f’k[kj rd By quoting 
his own life experiences 
he has elaborated on 
a technique called 
‘Advanced Positive 
Visualisation’ which 
deals with the power 
of the human mind 
to achieve any goal. 
The book is known to 
have motivated a lot 
of people to realise 
their dreams. He has 
also authored a Coffee 
Table book- ‘Experience 
the Journey’ which 
describes his 
mountaineering 
journey in Sikkim.
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Epic Motorcycle Odyssey in Himalayas
By Our Correspondent

 There are a number of bike and 
car rallies in the Himalayas every 
year. But this one is different and 
with a message on preserving the 
environment which the highest 
mountain ranges in the world 
need most.

Seventy-five Royal Enfield 
motorcycles zoomed out from 
New Delhi on the 19th edition 
of Royal Enfield Himalayan 
Odyssey embarking on an 18-
day adventure ride. The dare 
devils will traverse about 
3050 km to reach Umling 
La, the highest motorable 
pass in the world at  an 
elevation of 5,798 meters 
via some of the most breath-
taking terrains in northern 
India.  a mega rally is just 
not a sport. It is conducted 
with the theme of reducing 
the impact on the fragile 
ecosystem of the Himalayas 
and also raising awareness 
about environment-friendly 
tourism. This edition of the 
Himalayan Odyssey will continue 
to root for the adoption of 
Responsible Travel practices by 
its riding community, in a bid 
to #LeaveEveryPlaceBetter, Mr. 
Yadvinder Singh Guleria, Chief 
Commercial Officer, Royal Enfield 
said. With meteoric rise in 
tourists’ foot falls, most parts of 
the Himalayas from top to bottom 
have become one of the biggest 
garbage dumps in the world.

The flagging off was done at the 
national capital in the traditional 
Ladakhi Buddhist ceremony.  
This year, participants for 
Himalayan Odyssey congregated 

from across the world like the 
Netherlands, Singapore as well 
other parts of the country.

The entire contingent followed 
the Jammu-Srinagar route 
and made a stop at the Kargil 
War memorial, Dras, and paid 
homage to the martyrs. From 
Kargil, the team moved towards 
Leh and then rode to Umling 
La. From the top of the world, 
the riding contingent left to 
traverse towards the picturesque 
landscape of Pangong Tso and 
Nubra Valley traversing the 
rugged Sarchu route, and reached 
final point Chandigarh via   
Manali. Riding through Ladakh 
challenged the riders in terms of 
weather and terrain, while also 
experiencing an adventure of a 
lifetime.

Speaking at the flag-off ceremony 
Guleria said, “The Himalayas 
have always been our spiritual 
home, and Himalayan Odyssey 
is a tribute to our undying spirit 
of exploration and motorcycle 
adventure. Since its inception 
in 1997. Himalayan Odyssey 
has become a journey of self-
discovery and human endurance 
that inspires and enables riders 
to fulfil their dream of riding to 
the Himalayas. Each year, we 
see participants in huge numbers 
joining us on the Himalayan 
Odyssey ride where we not only 
help them explore the beautiful 
Ladakh region, but also become 
more environmentally conscious 
and responsible on the journey. 
This year too, we will continue 
our efforts to preserve and 
sustain the delicate Himalayan 

environment through our 
‘Responsible Travel’ initiative 
and inculcate the adoption of 
sustainable travel practices 
within the riding community.”

Traversing through some of the 
roughest terrains and highest 
mountain passes in the world, the 
Himalayan Odyssey contingent 
will continue to promote 
the concept of a responsible 
motorcycle journey through 
various efforts. In 2019, Royal 
Enfield took it upon itself to 
reduce the plastic waste footprint. 
Royal Enfield ensures that the 
participants   of Himalayan 
Odyssey do not take   single-
use plastic water bottles. The 
company ensured that they carry 
water filtration units during 
the ride so that the participants 
can fill their reusable water 
bottles and hydration bags 
when required. In addition, the 
company also placed filtration 
units at the Royal Enfield service 
center in Keylong and Leh as well 
as at camps in Nubra, Debring, 
and Sarchu, so that the people 
visiting these camps can access 
clean drinking water without 
having to purchase plastic water 
bottles.

In Royal Enfield Himalayan 
Odyssey 2019, the 
company initiated the 
#LeaveEveryPlaceBetter 
campaign which aimed at a 
zero ‘single-use-plastic-ride’ 
by discouraging participants 
from using bottled water, and 
facilitating purified water by 
employing dispensers along 
the way. 
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Besides being a 
tourist state with 
many attractions 
including Cherrapunji, 
Meghalaya is famous 
for its monoliths in 
Khasi-Jaintia Hills 
some are feared and 
many are revered. 
These monoliths are 
found mostly in vertical 
positions and some are 
horizontal too. There 
are few, one on top of 
the other tenaciously 
refusing the theory of 
gravity. Normally such 
sacred stones are found 
outside the 
human settlements.

Among the many 
monolith marvels 
standing resolute with 
the passage of time, 
Nartiang in Jaintia 
Hills has a full-blown 
stone   forest. One 
monolith also known 
as menhir stood at the 

end of the park, and 
is documented to be 
approximately 28 feet 
tall. In Mawkyrwat, the 
monolithic arrangement 
is set up on top of a hill 
and is surrounded by 
minuscule vegetation 
in South Khasi Hills. 
These monoliths are 
carved out of large 
rocks, for purposes no 
one can fully explain 
or understand. This 
monolith heritage site 
is home to a number of 
tall menhirs all placed 
in a neat circular 
pattern, with an 
uncanny resemblance in 
Stonehenge.  in England 
which is also a UNESCO 
heritage site.  There are 
many other monoliths 
spread in various parts 
of Meghalaya. The 
monoliths   encompass 
a variety of forms, 
including menhirs, 
dolmens, and cairns. 

Each structure carries 
its own unique tales.

Interestingly, there 
is even gender 
identification among 
the monoliths. Moo 
chynrang (male 
monoliths/menhirs) 
in Pnar and maw 
shynrang in Khasi, and 
the structures that are 
horizontal on the ground 
are moo kynthai (female 
monoliths/dolmens) 
in Pnar and Maw 
Kynthei in Khasi. One 
such folklore around 
the megalithic site of 
Nartiang, the biggest 
conglomeration of 
monoliths, is that giants 
(ramhahs) existed who 
helped transport the 
huge stone structures, 
which is out of human 
limits. Alternatively, 
they could be humans as 
strong as giants.

The Khasis and Jaintias 
of Meghalaya are known 
to use monoliths in their 
regular ritualistic and 
ceremonial lives even 
today. The symbolism 
behind these structures, 
however, vary from 
place to place. The two 
tribes have preserved 
their stories, cultures, 
and traditions through 
an age-old practice: oral 
transmission. Their 
tales have been woven 
into the fabric of their 
society, handed down 
over generations like 
precious inheritances. 
There is one Monolith 
Festival that takes 
place in Mawphlang. 
The sacred grove of 
Mawphlang is home to 
many such monoliths 
that were once a part of 
various tribal rituals.

In Manipur, a monolith 
personifying the roots of 

Stories of 
Standing Stones
By Asha Ramachandran

Monoliths are large stones used to 
construct a prehistoric structure or 
monument, either alone or together 
with other stones. Such monoliths are 
found all over the world but the ones in 
Meghalaya and other North East states 
are riddled with stories, legends and 
unsolved mysteries.



29 - Himalayan News Chronicle - Vol-3, Issue-7 - July 1, 2023 – July 31, 2023

HIMALAYAN MONOLITHS

the Nagas was discovered 
recently at Makhel village 
in the Senapati district. 
This monolith is evidence 
of the historical roots 
of Onaeme, who once 
sojourned in Makhrai, 
dispersed, and found their 
permanent settlement in 
Onaephung (Oinam 
Hill Village).

In Nagaland itself, 
among the Nagas there 
is plenty of animism, 
particularly with 
regards to stones. 
Nagas as stone people 
and worshippers of 
stones find ample 
mention in folklores 
so much so that Nagas 
are believed to be 
born out of stones. 
Monoliths represent the 
Naga practice of pulling a 
huge stone to the village 
as object of veneration 
and are dotted all over 
the villages and towns 
including Dimapur and 
its outskirts. Some of the 
stones are so massively 
big that it made the 
observers wonder about 
the labour which must 
have been necessary to 
haul the huge stones up 
to the village and place 
them where they stand. 
Monoliths are erected by 
Nagas to commemorate 
personal achievements 
and to perpetuate the 
memory of the dead, 
therefore an important 
ceremony. A lot of 
importance is attached 
to big stones and there 
is a belief that these 
stones are alive and 

move by themselves.

Arunachal Pradesh where 
the tribes also believe in 
some sorts of animism 
there is a monolith in the 
Wancho village of Senua. 
It was erected to honour 
Namsang, a powerful 
village of the Nocte tribe, 
who had helped them 
avert a British punitive 
expedition.

In Mizoram, Vangchhia 
village in Champhai 
district near the Indo-
Myanmar border, 
boasts of the lost city of 
Vangchhia-the largest 
necropolis site in the 
world.  Kawtchhuah 
Ropui (The Great 
Entrance way) is a 
natural heritage site 
marked with 171 
ancient carved stones. 
The 171 menhir stones 
in the village became 
Mizoram’s first protected 
archaeological site in 
2012. The ancient graves 
and the 200 meters long 
water pavilion that has 
been unearthed are all 
key to a lost civilization.

There are many monoliths 
found in other parts of the 
North East; some are even 
discovered from time-to-
time. Barring Manipur 
and Tripura which were 
princely states, the rest 
of the region was either 
part of Assam or North 
East Frontier Agency 
now Arunachal Pradesh. 
Hence, most were part of 
one region and so also  
the monoliths.

Stonehenge is a prehistoric stone structure in 
England, consisting of an outer ring of vertical 
sarsen standing stones, each around 13 high, seven 
feet wide, and weighing around 25 tons, topped 
by connecting horizontal lintel stones. The whole 
monument, now ruinous, is aligned towards the 
sunrise on the summer solstice. The stones are 
set within earthworks in the middle of the densest 
complex of Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments in 
England, including several hundred burial mounds.
It is believed by the archaeologists that Stonehenge 
was constructed between 3000 BC to 2000 BC. 
Radiocarbon dating analysis suggests that first 
bluestones were raised between 2400 and 2200 
BC. One of the most famous landmarks in the United 
Kingdom, Stonehenge is regarded as a British cultural 
icon.  It has been a legally protected scheduled 
monument since 1882. The site and its surroundings 
were added to UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites 
in 1986. Stonehenge could have been a burial ground 
from its earliest beginnings.
Despite the historic importance the     British 
government recently ordered construction of a road 
tunnel near Stonehenge.  This decision to build a 
road tunnel has come two years after campaigners 
protested against such a move. The USD 2.2 billion 
project aimed at easing congestion. UNESCO has 
even said that the site could lose its World Heritage 
Site status if construction goes ahead.

Till date most of the monoliths of Meghalaya were 
found on the surface. But last summer with the 
water level of the Umiam lake touching record low a 
huge monolith became visible to the naked eye. And 
beneath this water body lies a hidden treasure – a 
forgotten and sunken prehistoric settlement.
 
On May 17 the water level of the lake reached its 
lowest ever exposing the submerged road (known 
as the old road). Archaeologist Dr. Marco Mitri made 
a startling discovery – a huge monolith, right inside 
the semi dried lake. Standing tall, the monolith was 
surrounded by many small stone tools, including 
several eroded and scattered burial cists.
 
Umiam was a river before it was turned into a reservoir 
with the creation of a dam in the early 1960s, which 
submerged most of the places located along the river 
bank. Before that, the river bank served as a perfect 
location for settlement and agricultural activities.
 
According to Mitri, this place was home to a prehistoric 
human settlement and urged for more studies.

Stonehenge

Monolith-Umiam
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The divine 
experience 
of the Shri 
Amarnath 
Yatra, combined 
with the 
natural beauty 
of Kashmir, 
creates a truly 
awe-inspiring 
journey that 
leaves a lasting 
impression on 
the pilgrims.

Liddar Valley, 
nestled along 
the south-
eastern corner of 
Anantnag district 
in Kashmir, 
presents itself 
as a picturesque 
destination 
for spiritual 
adventure seekers 
undertaking 
the enchanting 
journey of the 
Shri Amarnath 
Yatra. This 
sacred pilgrimage, 
spanning 62 days 
from July 1st to 
August 31st, is 
one of the most 
revered pilgrimage 
tours in India. The 
Amarnath cave 
temple, located in 
the Himalayas, is 
dedicated to Lord 
Shiva and draws 

millions of devotees 
each year. This 
year’s preparations 
are at an all-time 
high to ensure 
that devotees 
can embark on 
a journey that 
combines religion 
and travel.

To facilitate 
a comfortable 
and convenient 
experience for the 
pilgrims visiting 
the Amarnath 
cave temple, 
the hospitality 
industry has 
played a crucial 
role in ensuring 
that all pilgrims 
have a smooth 
journey with 
their needs 
fully met. From 
accommodation 
to transportation 
and food services, 

the hospitality 
sector has made 
comprehensive 
arrangements to 
cater to the needs 
of the pilgrims at 
every step of their 
journey.

Lodging is a 
critical aspect of 
hospitality during 
the Amarnath 
Yatra. Numerous 
temporary camps 
and lodges have 
been constructed 
along the 
pilgrimage route 
to accommodate 
the visitors. These 
camps offer basic 
amenities such 
as beds, blankets, 
and hot showers. 
Additionally, 
hotels are available 
at different 
pricing points to 
accommodate the 

diverse needs and 
budgets of the 
pilgrims, allowing 
a significant 
number of them to 
be accommodated 
during the peak 
time of the Yatra.

Transportation 
is another vital 
aspect of the 
hospitality 
industry during the 
Amarnath Yatra. 
Many pilgrims find 
the long pilgrimage 
journey through 
the mountainous 
terrain physically 
taxing. To ease 
their journey, 
numerous 
transport 
alternatives 
have been 
made available. 
Helicopter services 
are provided for 
those who wish to 

skip the trek and 
reach the shrine 
directly. Not only 
do these helicopter 
services provide 
convenience, but 
they also offer 
breathtaking 
aerial views of 
the picturesque 
Himalayan 
landscape. 
Furthermore, pony 
and palanquin 
services are 
available for those 
who prefer a more 
traditional mode of 
transportation.

Food services play 
a crucial role in 
hospitality during 
the Amarnath 
Yatra. Numerous 
food stalls and 
kitchens have 
been set up along 
the Yatra route 
to cater to the 
dietary needs 
of the pilgrims. 
These food stalls 
offer a variety 
of vegetarian 
meals, ensuring 
that the religious 
sentiments of 
the devotees 
are respected. 
Cleanliness and 
hygiene are given 
utmost priority 

Experiencing Amarnath Yatra: 
A Soul-Stirring Journey

By- Dr Adil Rasool Malik
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to prevent any 
health issues 
during the journey. 
The efforts put 
into maintaining 
high-quality food 
services ensure 
that pilgrims 
have a satisfying 
and nourishing 
experience 
throughout the 
Yatra.

In addition to 
accommodation, 
transportation, 
and food services, 
medical camps 
and first aid 
centers have been 
established at 
regular intervals 
along the 
pilgrimage route. 
Trained medical 
professionals and 
volunteers are 
present at every 
step to provide 
immediate medical 
assistance to 
pilgrims in case 
of emergencies 
or general health 
issues. These 
medical facilities 
are well-equipped 
with necessary 
medicines and 
equipment to 
handle any medical 
situation that may 
arise during the 
pilgrimage.

Over 02 Lakh 
Amarnath 
Yatris, including 
foreigners, 

have performed 
darshan, 
expressing their 
satisfaction and 
pleasure over 
the wide range 
of arrangements 
put in place 
for their 
convenience. 
Thousands of 
Amarnath Yatris 
traverse the 
mountainous 
routes along 
the Pahalgam 
and Baltal axis 
with fervour to 
perform darshan 
at the Holy Cave. 
This pilgrimage 
has captivated 
devotees globally, 
including NRIs 
and citizens 
of different 
countries, 
making it a truly 
global spiritual 
experience.

To make the 
religious 
pilgrimage of 
Amarnath Yatris 
a memorable 
and life-time 
experience, around 
30 government 
departments 
are providing 
their services 
relentlessly. 
The officers and 
officials are making 
strenuous efforts 
to extend essential 
services and basic 
amenities at 
every destination 

to pilgrims. 
Their dedication 
ensures that every 
pilgrim who visits 
the Amarnath 
Cave expresses 
satisfaction and 
pleasure over the 
arrangements 
made for their 
convenience.

In conclusion, the 
Amarnath Yatra 
is a spiritually 
fulfilling journey 
that captivates 
devotees from 
around the 
world. With the 
unwavering efforts 
of the government, 
the hospitality 
industry, and the 
strict adherence to 
health and safety 
protocols by the 
pilgrims, we hope 
that more and 
more devotees can 
gather blessings 
and return home 
with hearts 
filled with peace 
and souls filled 
with memories 
of a lifetime. 
The divine 
experience of the 
Shri Amarnath 
Yatra, combined 
with the 
natural beauty 
of Kashmir, 
creates a truly 
awe-inspiring 
journey that 
leaves a lasting 
impression on 
the pilgrims.

Amarnath is a famous Cave 
Temple of Lord Shiva situated 
at an altitude of 12,756 ft above 
sea level in the Himalayas.  
The cave, located in Sind 
Valley, is surrounded by 
glaciers, icy mountains and is 
covered with snow most of the 
year, barring for a short period 
in the summer, when it is open 
to pilgrims for a few weeks.   

The cave is also a Mahamaya 
Shakti Pitha. The Shiva Lingam at 
the shrine is a natural stalagmite 
formation inside a 130 ft tall 
cave at the Amarnath Mountain, 
which has a 17014 ft peak. The 
stalagmite is formed due to the 
freezing of water drops that fall 
from the roof of the cave onto 
the floor, resulting in an upward 
growth of an ice formation. Here, 
the stalagmite is considered as the 
lingam, a physical manifestation 
of Shiva, forming a solid-dome-
shape. Two smaller stalagmites 
are thought to represent Parvati 
and Ganesha.

The lingam waxes during May 
to August, as snow melts in the 
Himalayas and gradually wanes. 
Spiritually it is believed that the   
lingam grows and shrinks with the 
phases of the moon, reaching its 
height during the summer festival.  
It is believed that here Shiva 
explained the secret of life and 
eternity to  Parvati.

Author is a medical doctor and 
is also very active in positive 
perception management of various 
political and social issues. He can 
be reached at drmalikadil@gmail.
com & twitter @drmalikadil
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Temples are meant 
for worship all over 

the world. In India alone 
there are over 20 lakh 
shrines. There are capital 
cities like Bhubaneswar 
called the temple city of 
the country because it has 
more than 1200 temples 
alone. Most temples are 
usual places of worship, 
but some shrines are 
unique in the sense 
that they carry some 
mysterious tales. Some 
of them are mentioned 
below. There are temples 
dedicated to both Prime 
Minsiter Narednra Modi 
and Congress leader 
Sonia Gandhi. Even 
there are temples where 
motorcycles and dogs 
are worshipped. Some 
temples are famous for 
facilitating visas to the 
US and in some liquor is 
served as prasad. 

Bharat Mata Temple, 
Varanasi; Dedicated 
to Mother India, as the 
name suggests, Bharat 
Mata Temple in the 
holy city of Varanasi is 
one of the most unusual 
temples in the country. 
The shrine, which is in 
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi 
Vidyapeeth Campus, was 
built in 1936 by freedom 
fighter Babu Shiv Prasad 
Gupta and inaugurated 
by Mahatma Gandhi 
himself. The temple is 
a tribute to the fearless 
freedom fighters of India 
who fought, struggled and 
sacrificed their lives to 
free our country from the 
shackles of British yoke. 

But, it’s not a temple as 
one might think. It has 
no idol of any God or 
Goddess. The structure 
has a map of undivided 
India on the floor in 
marble portraying the 
dream of the freedom 
fighters. This map 
was drawn before 
independence, so it 
consists of Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, 
Balochistan, 
Myanmar and 
Bangladesh as well. 
The best time to visit 
Bharat Mata Temple is 
on Independence Day or 
Republic Day when the 
water bodies on the map 
are filled with water and 
the land area is decorated 
with flowers.

Sonia Gandhi Temple 
in Telangana:  In 2014, 
when a new state of 
Telangana was created 
by the intervention of 
AICC president Sonia 
Gandhi, Congress leaders 
across the district did 
the unlikely – they 
constructed a temple 
dedicated to her in 
Mallial, a town in 
Telangana. The leaders 
sourced a white 
marble sculpture of 
Sonia Gandhi and 
installed it inside the 
temple. The 9-feet 
statute poses an Indian 
goddess, holding a 
lotus in one hand and 
a plate full of wealth in 
another. Not to be left 
behind, the protesting 
leaders in Andhra had 
constructed a tomb 

for Sonia Gandhi for 
declaring Telangana 
a separate state. It is 
a different story that 
Congress lost both the 
states in the assembly 
polls that followed 
and could not capture 
power in it once strong 
holds as yet.

Modi Temple, Rajkot, 
Gujarat: When there is a 
temple for Sonia Gandhi 
why Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi should 
be left behind. There is 
a temple dedicated to 
Modiji elsewhere rather 
than in Gujarat. It took 
around two years to build 
the temple and initially 
had a photograph of 
Prime Minister Modi. 
Every day, prayers are 
conducted twice in this 
temple and ‘devotees’ 
from neighbouring 
villages take part in it.

Dog Temple in 
Channapatna, 
Karnataka; With no 
intention to offend any 
personality or deity there 
is a temple where ‘dog’ is 
worshipped as a god in 
Agrahara Valagerahalli in 
the city of Channapatna, 
Karnataka. The city is 
globally renowned for 

its wooden toys and is 
fondly called the ‘town 
of toys’. However, quite 
surprisingly, the temple 
receives decent footfall 
each year from all across 
the globe. The temple 
was constructed by a rich 
businessman Ramesh in 
the year 2010. As per 
villagers, once two 
dogs mysteriously 
disappeared from the 
village. Few days later, 
the goddess herself 
appeared in someone’s 
dream and asked them 
to build a temple for 
the lost dogs close to 
hers for the protection 
of the village and the 
villagers. Based on the 
vision, the dog temple 
was constructed and 
two lost dogs are 
worshipped here. 
Inside the temple you 
will see statues of two 
dogs, and villagers now 
believe that these dogs 
continuously watch 
out for them and drive 
the negative energy 
away. Every year, a 
huge festival is held 
in the village in the 
honour of these guard 
dogs. The town of toys.

 
The Karni Mata 
Temple in Deshnoke, 
Rajasthan:  is known 
popularly as the Temple 
of Rats. The undoubtedly 
unique marble structure, 
boasting Mughal-style 
architecture, was built 
in the 20th century.  
The shrine is dedicated 
to Karni Mata, an 

HIMALAYAN OFFBEAT

Obscure and Hilarious Temples in India
By Subhasis Mitra & C K Nayak 
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incarnation of Goddess 
Durga.  The temple 
houses a 75 cm tall 
idol of Karni Mata and 
her sisters in the inner 
sanctum. What’s special 
about this temple is 
that it is inhabited 
by over 25,000 rats, 
few of them white 
one those scamper 
around the temple 
complex freely. White 
rats are considered 
sacred l, believed to be 
incarnations of Karni 
Mata and her sons. So 
much so, consuming 
food nibbled on by 
these rats is deemed 
as ‘prasad’ by the 
locals. But there was 
no report of plague at 
any time in the area 
though it is infested by 
rats.

Aeroplane Gurudwara 
in Jalandhar, 
Punjab:  The Aeroplane 
Gurudwara or Shaheed 
Baba Nihal Singh Ji 
Gurudwara is one of its 
kind in the country. This 
holy shrine is frequented 
by visa-seekers. It is 
believed that if you pray 
in this temple and offer 
a toy aeroplane, you will 
get your visa soon. At 
the end of each day, the 
toy planes are collected 
and given as prasad to 
children who come here to 
pay their respects.

The Kal Bhairav Nath 
Temple in Ujjain, 
Madhya Pradesh: is 
located on the banks of 
Shipra River. It’s one 
of the holiest places 
of worship among the 
devotees of Lord Shiva. 

The temple is dedicated 
to Lord Kal Bhairav, the 
fierce form of Lord Shiva. 
He is also considered 
as the protector or 
guardian of Ujjain city. 
What’s unique about 
this temple is that 
liquor is offered to 
the deity along with 
other things. It is also 
believed that the idol 
of Lord Kal Bhairav 
drinks liquor every 
time a priest takes a 
plate full of alcohol 
near the lips of the 
idol.

The Chinese Kali 
Temple in Kolkata, 
West Bengal: The 
temple is located in the 
Tangra or ChinaTown 
area of Kolkata. It is 
a well-known shrine 
dedicated to Goddess 
Kali. When you visit 
the temple, it will look 
the same as any other 
temple of Goddess Kali 
in India. What makes 
it different from the 
other temples is the 
prasad that is offered 
here. The temple offers 
Chinese dishes, like 
noodles, sticky rice, 
chop suey and other 
such foods to Goddess 
Kali and the same is 
then distributed as 
prasad to the devotees. 
Although the priest 
performs pujas as per 
Hindu rituals, he uses 
Chinese incense sticks 
and candles made of 
handmade paper during 
the aarti to keep away 
evil spirits.

The Visa Balaji 
Temple in Hyderabad, 

Telangana: It  is 
situated in the beautiful 
village of Chilkur, on the 
banks of Osman Sagar 
Lake. Visa Balaji Temple 
or Chilkur Balaji Temple 
is yet another unusual 
temple in the country. 
It has the deity of Lord 
Balaji Venkateshwara 
and is frequented by 
devotees from across the 
country. The temple has a 
strange belief attached to 
it. As per locals, paying 
respects to Lord Balaji 
Venkateshwara here 
helps people get visas 
to the United States. 
However, they must 
follow certain rituals 
for the fulfilment of 
their wish. People 
waiting for their visas 
must offer prayers to 
Lord Balaji and take 11 
parikramas or rounds 
of the inner shrine. The 
shrine gained popularity 
in the 1980s when a 
group of engineering 
students got visas to 
the United States after 
paying their respects at 
the shrine. The temple 
is now frequented by 
thousands of devotees and 
visa-seekers every day, 
and the numbers 
shoot up significantly  
during weekends. 

The Hidimba Devi 
Temple in Manali, 
Himachal Pradesh 
: It is a famous shrine 
dedicated to Hidimba 
Devi, the wife of 
Bheema and mother 
of Ghatotkacha. The 
temple is surrounded 
by the beautiful hills of 
Manali and is known for 
its unique pagoda-style 
architecture. There is no 

idol in this temple but 
a rock in the sanctum 
sanctorum. According 
to locals, the rock is 
where Hidimba Devi 
sat for meditation.

Bullet Banna Temple 
in Pali, Rajasthan:  is 
an unconventional shrine 
dedicated to a Rajput 
Thakur called Om Singh 
Rathore and his 350cc 
Royal Enfield Bullet bike. 
There is an interesting 
story behind this unusual 
temple. Locals say 
Rathore had met with an 
accident while travelling 
on his bike and died on 
the spot. The police 
took his bike to the 
police station, but it 
went missing the next 
day. It was later found 
in the same accident 
spot. The police took 
it back to the police 
station, emptied the 
fuel tank and secured 
the bike with chains 
and locks. However, 
the bike went missing 
again and was found at 
the accident spot. This 
incident was nothing 
less than a mystery 
for locals, who started 
worshipping the bike. 
They even believe 
that the spirit of Om 
Singh Rathore protects 
travellers on the route. 
Locals crossing the route 
offer flowers, coconuts, 
sweets, red thread, 
vermillion and other 
things here and pray for a 
safe journey.

The list of funny temples 
doesn’t end here. There 
are many and the list 
is endless. 
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